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Introduction & Overview

The California 

Land Conservation 

Act of 1965 



Land Use Decisions Matter



California Sprawl
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ñStatus Quoò Scenario 

assumes development patterns of the past 

60 years continue for next 40

26% reduction in farmland 

and almost continuous 

urbanization along Hwy. 99   

One million acres of land 

could be consumed for 

urban use in the San 

Joaquin Valley.

Source: ñUrban Development Futures in the San 

Joaquin ValleyòMichael Teitz, Public Policy Institute of 

California, www.ppic.org



A nation that destroys its soils, destroys itself.                    

Franklin D. Roosevelt

California lost 176,014 acres of farmland and 

grazing land between 2004 and 2006 

including 81,247 prime acres.



Ecosystem Services 
The benefits people obtain from ecosystems 

 



California leads the nation in over  80 crops and produces 60% 

of the fruits, nuts and vegetables by value in the nation.  

California has farm gate sales of $31 billion and $60+ in food 

processing
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Intent of the Williamson Act

ÅPreservation of a maximum amount of 

limited supply of agricultural land 

ÅDiscouragement of premature and 

unnecessary conversion of ag land to 

urban uses is in the public interest.

ÅAgricultural lands have important open 

space benefits, and should be kept 

in production.



òCompatible Usesó ð

Statutory Language

ÅEvery contract shall exclude uses other 

than agricultural uses, and other than 

those compatible with agricultural uses 

(GC 51243 (a))

ÅEnforceability of contracts is necessary 

to permit preferential taxation provided 

under CA Constitution 

(GC 51243.6)

ÅAdditional population -- permanent or 

temporary -- can hinder ag operations 

and must be evaluated (GC 51220.5)


